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2016 COMING EVENTS

Feb. 9th	 Fondue Night at the Marche

February 24th	 Neuromarketing with Diana Lucaci, 
	 Founder & CEO of True Impact 
	 http://www.trueimpact.ca/ 

April 13th	 Canada’s Business Newsmaker of the Year (2014) with  
	 Marc Caira, Vice-Chairman, Restaurant Brands International 
	 & former CEO, Tim Hortons

Apr. 19th	 AGM at the King Eddy

 
More information on www.swissbiz.ca/upcoming_events    
Sign up for our newsletter at www.swissbiz.ca/subscribe.php

Dear Members and other friends of the SCCC,

On November 14th we held our traditional annual gala dinner & dance 
event. We had 112 guests of all ages and quite a few new people 
this year. We were honored to host Mr. Beat Kaser, Consul General of 
Switzerland, and his dear wife. The theme “La Romandie” was well 
represented with wines from Canton de Vaud and Valais and with a 
papet vaudois, traditional “specialité vaudoise” made by Chef Schick 
at the King Edward hotel in Toronto. We also acknowledged Freddy 
Mettler, founding member of the SCCC in 1967 who was present with 
his wife.

This edition of info suisse edition is dedicated to architecture. Since I 
have arrived in Toronto 12 years ago, the architecture of Toronto has 
dramatically changed. It never had many historical buildings (at least from European standards 
or even compared to Quebec or other older US cities). It has however built a huge amount of 
buildings, mainly residential, but also several luxury leading hotels and ultra-modern office spaces. 
More recently, the architecture, shapes, sizes and angles of the buildings are stunning and each 
building tries to differentiate itself from the others. Many more projects are on the go, including 
a huge complex designed by Frank Gehry, the world-renowned Toronto-born American architect.
Emporis, a German-based provider of data for the construction industry, found more high-rises and 
skyscrapers being built in Toronto than any other city in North America last year, with 130 projects. 
New York was close behind with 91 projects, while Montreal came in third with 25 high-rises and 
skyscrapers under construction. Canada had six cities in the top 10. Most of those projects were 
residential buildings. More architectural content can be found in this info suisse.

Our upcoming events will include the Fondue night in February 2016 and our AGM later in the spring. 
Please check our website at swissbiz.ca for updates on our past and future events.

This year-end is fast approaching. I thank all the board members and committee members of the 
SCCC that have volunteered their time, efforts and resources to make our Chamber an active and 
respectable organization. 

People who grew up in Switzerland all know this delicious hot or cold chocolate drink that we have 
for breakfast or on the ski slope: Caotina.
I would like to highlight a successful achievement from our Consulting Committee that provided 
consulting services for Caotina to enter the Canadian market. Our Committee is composed of 
individuals with diverse qualification, expertise, network and experience in areas that were of 
significant added-value allowing executives at Caotina to understand the Canadian market and how 
to best enter this market by avoiding the pitfalls and maximizing the opportunities. We recently 
received acknowledgement for our support and help. This really highlights the ability of our Chamber 
to help Swiss companies to learn about the Canadian market and potentially entering it. This product 
is now available in Canadian stores.

I wish all of our readers, members and friends an agreeable and happy Holiday Season. I look 
forward to a new year full of activities with all of you.

Yours truly,

Julien Favre, President SCCC (Ontario) Inc.

Swiss Canadian Chamber of Commerce (Ontario) Inc.
756 Royal York Road • Toronto, Ontario M8Y 2T6
Tel: 416-236-0039 • Fax: 416-236-3634 • E-mail: sccc@swissbiz.ca • www.swissbiz.ca

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2015 – 2016

President / Director:
Julien Favre
UBS Bank (Canada)
154 University Avenue, Toronto ON M5H 3Z4
Tel: 416-345-7033
Email: julien.favre@ubs.com Website: www.ubs.com/1/e/canada
Vice-President/Director:
Sandra Leuba
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Email: ronnie.miller@roche.com Website: www.rochecanada.com
Christoph Oehy
Swiss Reinsurance Company
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Daniel Oehy
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CONSEIL D’ADMINISTRATION / BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
2015 – 2016

Président / President: 
M. Christian G. Dubois 

Président 

Onix international 

Tel: 514.624.5740 / courriel:onixi@videotron.ca

Secrétaire / Secretary: 
Me Marie Habre  
Avocate / Lawyer  

Lette & Associés 

Tel: 514.871.3838, # 222  / E-mail: mhabre@lette.ca

Vice-présidents / Vice-Presidents: 
Mr. Bruno Setz 
Consultant 

Tel: 514.767.5123 / E-mail : brunosetz@videotron.ca

Mr. Olivier Rodriguez 
Gestionnaire de portefeuille 

Mirabaud Canada Inc. 

Tel: 514.393.1690 / E-mail : olivier.rodriguez@mirabaud.ca

Trésorier / Treasurer: 
M. Jean-Aymeri de Magistris 

Directeur Stratégie et développement des affaires 

Questology 

Tel: 514.562.3789 / jam@questology.co  

Directeurs / Directors: 
M. Giacomo Battaglino 
Gérant Régional de Détail 

Lindt & Spruengli (Canada) Inc. 

Tel: 514.695.3392 / Email: gbattaglino@lindt.ca

Me Jean-Marc Ferland 
Avocat 

Ferland, Marois, Lanctot  

Tel: 514.861.1110 / E-mail: ferland@fml.ca

Mme Marie-Josée Loiselle  
Présidente  

Nuno ID  

Tel: 514.574.6641 / mariejo@nuno-id.com 

Mr. Paul Wieser 
PDG pour le Canada 

Busch Vacuum Technics Inc. 

Tel: 450.435.6899 / E-mail: pamawi@busch.ca

M. Othmar Widmer 
Consultation Widmer 

Tel: 450.973.2864 / widmer.aviation@gmail.com  

M. Patrick Oberson 

Directeur général de SWISS au Canada 

Swiss International Air Lines  

Tel: 514.954.5600 / patrick.oberson@swiss.com 

M. Renaud Margairaz  
Directeur des services conseils 

f&co 

Tel: 514-815-7474 / rm@fandco.ca 

M. Christian Wopperer 
Vice-président - Sales Intelligence; 

Centre d’entreprises et d’innovation de Montréal 

Tel: 514-866-0575, poste 240 / cwopperer@ceim.org

Directeur honoraire / Honorary Director: 
Mr. Beat Kaser  
Consul général de Suisse 

Tel: 514.932.7181 / E-mail: beat.kaser@eda.admin.ch

Liaison au Consulat général de Suisse: 
Mr. Urs Wüest 
Consul 

Tel: 514.932.7181 # 226 / urs.wueest@eda.admin.ch

Conseiller juridique / Legal Counsel: 
Lette & Associés – Me Marie Habre 

Tel: 514.871.3838, # 222 / mhabre@lette.ca 

Responsable de l’administration / Administration Officer: 
Mme Noémie Dabronyi 
Tel: 514 937 5822  / E-mail: info@cccsqc.ca 

éVéNeMENTS / upCOMING EVENTS 2016

2 décembre 2015 	 	6 à 8 Découverte chez Lindt

December 2 2015	 	6-8pm – Discovery at Lindt

16 février 2016	 	Raclette – Auberge St-Gabriel

February 16 2016	 	Raclette – Auberge St-Gabriel

Information et détails/and details : www.cccsqc.ca ou/or (514) 937-5822 

Chères et chers membres,

Le design suisse occupe une place particulièrement importante au 
Québec, entre autre, grâce à un des plus grands designers suisse 
qui nous a quitté en août de l’an passé le jour de son 70ème 
anniversaire en laissant une marque indélébile sur son passage. 
Il s’agit évidemment de Frédéric Metz, surnommé ici le ‘’le 
pape du design’’. Fréderic Metz a étudié dans ma ville natale à 
la Kunstgewerbeschule de Bienne dans les années 60 avant de 
s’installer ici en 1967, année de l’Expo. Il a passé le reste de sa vie 
ici au Québec. Son plus célèbre héritage pour le grand public restera 
sans aucun doute cet accent grave sur le mot UQÀM, qui à l’origine avait créé un certain 
malaise mais qui est vite devenu la marque de commerce distincte de cette université. 
Frédéric Metz y a enseigné pendant plus de 32 ans. Parmis les autres marques dessinées par 
Frédéric Metz on retrouve entre autres, les logos de l’aéroport Mirabel, de l’hôtel Méridien 
et des chaussures Browns.

Comme vous pouvez le lire dans les articles de cette édition, la Suisse a une influence 
remarquée sur le design québécois et nous en sommes très fiers.

Voici finalement ce qu’a créé, lors de son décès 
Marie-Élaine Trottier,  
Cofondatrice et directrice de création de Jump & Love 

Votre Chambre est aussi fière de vous annoncer que suite à des négociations assidues 
avec Montreal International, nous avons conclu un échange de partenariat entre nos 
deux organisations, nous faisant par le fait même, membre à part entière de Montreal 
International et réciproquement ces derniers sont devenus membre de notre Chambre.

I’d like to take this opportunity to thank Nikolaus Ottenroth, from Montreal International 
for his support in making possible this joint membership between our two organizations.

We recently had our annual fondue evening, which was attended by over 90 guests, a 
fabulous evening by everyone’s comment, thanks to an outstanding organization committee 
from your Chamber.

The Holliday Season is approaching at great speed and I would like to take this opportunity 
to wish each and every one of you, a very Happy Holliday Season as well as a very Healthy 
and Prosperous New Year.

Au plaisir de vous revoir tous très bientôt !
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Architecture & Design

Modern Composition: 
Humber River Hospital
By John M. Salisbury, AIA, LEED AP

Although long praised for its commitment 
to patient care, Humber River Hospital 
embarked on an important transition: one 
that would take it from a hospital constrained 
by the limitations of aging technology and 
building infrastructure to North America’s 
first fully digital hospital. The new Humber 
River Hospital, which opened in October 
2015, uses the most current technologies 
possible to enhance all aspects of quality 
patient care delivery, improving efficiency, 
accuracy, reliability and safety. One of these 
newest technologies includes the pharmacy 
automation equipment and system for the 
hospital made by Swisslog [http://www.
swisslog.com/en/Industries/HCS/Health-
Care], which is headquartered in Buchs/
Aarau. Serving more than 850,000 people 
in northwest Toronto, the new hospital, at 
1.8 million square feet of space, is now the 
largest acute care hospital in the Greater 
Toronto Area.

Designers at HDR Inc. employed proven 
urban planning strategies to ensure the new 
facility is fully integrated with the fabric of 
the local community. In considering the site, 

the design reacts differently to the speed of 
the adjacent King’s Highway 401 to the south 
and the residential character of neighboring 
Wilson Avenue to the north. Accordingly, 
the southern side of the development 
establishes a strong visual relationship with 
the 401 through a generous park space 
to buffer the facility from traffic noise. 
In contrast, the northern side of the site 
presents a tree-lined promenade and an 
artfully crafted waterway to better relate to 
the slower residential character of Wilson 
Avenue.

The design of the Humber River Hospital 
is notable for its simple and modern 
composition. The vertical pattern and 
texture created by the detailing of the 
precast is beautiful and well executed. The 
careful “tuning” of the architectural precast 
color to complement the adjacent materials 
is key to the success of the design, which 
balances massing, proportion and detail. It 
also demonstrates the functional utility of 

precast concrete to employ large panel sizes, 
thus increasing the speed of erection.
Solving Design Challenges
The building is comprised of three simple 
components reflecting the hospital’s essential 
functions: ambulatory block; diagnostic and 
treatment podium; and inpatient tower. The 
architecture of these forms takes inspiration 
from the architecture of Toronto, following 
clean rectilinear lines. As the exterior 
palette of materials was developed, precast 
concrete was envisioned from an early stage 
of the design to provide a solid and durable 
material to help accentuate the overall goals 
of the hospital. The final palette of precast 
concrete, brick, curtainwall and metal panel 
was used to accentuate the major elements 
of the building including the inpatient tower 
and to breakdown the scale of the building’s 
massive exterior envelope.

The main facility colours—blue and grey—
take inspiration from the nearby Humber 
River and the beautiful colours and textures 
of the natural materials found along its 
banks. Contrasting these colours are the 
brilliant oranges and yellows found on the 
graphic glass mural located above the main 
vehicular drop-off; the colours and patterns 
emulate the diversity and resilience of an 
aspen grove as a metaphor for the diversity 
and resilience of the local community.

Because the new building is a tangible 
symbol of the new Humber River Hospital, 
it needed to project a contemporary image. 
To achieve this goal, HDR’s designers 
composed a façade using precast concrete 
panels with two finishes to help accentuate 
the articulation of window openings and 
featured a strong system of reveals relating 
to the curtainwall fenestration pattern. 
This pattern also symbolically mimics the 
rock out-croppings lining the banks of the 
Humber River. The reveals within the panels 
echo the movement of the river moving 
over the river’s rocks.

John Salisbury is a senior project architect 
with over 30 years working on a multitude 
of project types including higher education 
facilities, healthcare, public /municipal 
projects and commercial office projects.
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Who will provide the healthcare that our ageing populations need, and the quality of life they expect? 
You know the issues better than the back of your own, elegantly ageing hand. And so do we. For example, right now in 
the US we’re working with clients to combine their expert market knowledge with our risk assessment capabilities. The 
result? Aff ordable private insurance that will not only provide retirees with comprehensive medical cover for the rest of 
their lives – but peace of mind for everyone concerned. Especially him. We’re smarter together.

www.swissre.com/info2

Your
in-depth

knowledge

Our
risk 

assessment

His
quality of life

Scholarship Fund 

of Ontario

The Swiss Canadian Scholarship 

Fund of Ontario is pleased to offer 

yearly scholarships. It is open to 

members of the SCCC and the  

Swiss Community in Ontario.

To find out more about the  

availability and eligibility criteria, 

please visit the Ontario Chamber’s 

website at: 

www.swissbiz.ca/scholarship

Swiss Technologies 
for Green Buildings in 
Canada? 

By Markus Reubi, Head of Swiss Business 
Hub (SBH) Canada*

More and more, Canada is becoming 
an interesting market for clean, energy 
efficient technologies. According to the 
Cleantech Canada 2014 Directions Survey 
and report, cleantech is projected to 
overtake Canada’s aerospace industry and 
grow from the CAD 11 billion industry it is 
today to a CAD 28 billion industry in 2022. 
One particular field of interest is green 
buildings. Several metropolitan areas and 
provinces in Canada have taken the initiative 
to develop sustainable architecture as well 
as design and construction of residential 

and commercial real estate. The new 
federal government’s push for a greener 
economy and less CO2 emission provides a 
fertile ground for further advancements in 
this area. 
A key task of SBH Canada is to communicate 
these new opportunities to potential – 
often small sized! – technology providers 
in Switzerland and to engage in a dialogue 
with them in order to facilitate successful 
entry strategies for the Canadian market. 
The joint event organized together with 
the Swiss Canadian Chamber of Commerce 
B.C. & Alberta in early November 2015 
confirmed that a growing interest exists 
in Western Canada for knowhow, products 
and services coming from Switzerland 
and other European countries. The idea is 
to continue the discussion with this group 
of experts and to help Swiss technology 
providers 

cont’d on page 12
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The best selling beers in the Ontario’s Beer 

Stores are:

PARTAGEONS
DE NOUVELLES PERSPECTIVES

INDÉPENDANT DEPUIS 200 ANS, MIRABAUD CONÇOIT LA DIFFÉRENCE  
COMME UNE RICHESSE. C’EST POURQUOI NOS SERVICES EN WEALTH  
MANAGEMENT, ASSET MANAGEMENT ET INTERMEDIATION S’ADAPTENT  
À LA RÉALITÉ DE CHACUN. 

ENSEMBLE, PARTAGEONS DE NOUVELLES PERSPECTIVES.  www.mirabaud.com

MIRABAUD Canada Inc. - Olivier Rodriguez / MIRABAUD Gestion Inc. - Yves Erard
1501, avenue McGill College - Bureau 2220 - Montréal (Québec) H3A 3M8 - T +1 514-393-1690 - F +1 514-875-8942
MIRABAUD Canada Inc. est membre de l’Organisme canadien de réglementation du commerce des valeurs mobilières et du Fonds canadien de protection des 
épargnants. Mirabaud Gestion Inc. est inscrite auprès de l’Autorité des Marchés Financiers du Québec et de la Commission des valeurs mobilières de l’Ontario.

 

Architecture & Design

Beers in Canada and 
Switzerland

by Kurt Schläpfer, Switzerland

The author of this article loves a good beer 

irrespective of where it comes from. As beer 

is the (alcoholic) drink of choice in Canada, 

this is an opportunity to look closer at the 

Canadian beer market and to compare it 

with Switzerland.

Canada

In 2014, the average Canadian has consumed 

63.4 litres of beer. This number differs 

considerably throughout the provinces and 

territories reaching a maximum value of 102 

litres in Yukon. The peak value for the beer 

consumption in Canada was in 1975 with 

106.5 litres of beer per capita. In the list of 

top beer drinking nations Canada only ranks 

19th. Topping this list is the Czech Republic 

with a per-capita consumption of 144 litres 

– more than double of what the average 

Canadian is drinking.

In many of Canada’s provinces, the beer 

distribution and retail sale are subjected 

to a monopoly. In Ontario, the beer sale is 

controlled by the government-run LCBO 

outlets and The Beer Store (with 448 outlets) 

owned by three brewers (Anheuser-Busch, 

Molson Coors and Sapporo Breweries). 

However, small breweries are allowed to 

sell their beers in an own on-site store, an 

exception which has contributed to the rapid 

growth of microbreweries.

In 1786, John Molson established the first 

modern Canadian brewery in Montreal. It 

is now North America’s oldest continuously 

operating brewing company. Today, Canada 

has 520 breweries, 350 of which are so-called 

microbreweries and nanobreweries. 

It is interesting to see that four of the ten 

brands on this list are imported beers. 

Moreover, a considerable amount of beer 

from other countries is brewed under license 

in Canada: for instance Guinness of Ireland, 

Foster’s of Australia, Carlsberg of Denmark 

and Sapporo of Japan. Consumers are often 

not aware that they are drinking Canadian-

brewed beer, as these brands feature the 

word “Import” more prominently than the 

words “Brewed in Canada”.

In Ontario, a long awaited liberalization 

of beer sales will happen soon; it will be 

1 Coors Light

2 Molson Canadian

3 Budweiser

4 Bud Light

5 Labatt Blue

6 Carling

7 Lucky Lager

8 Keiths

9 Corona Extra

10 Heineken
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possible to buy beer in supermarkets. 

Premier Kathleen Wynne announced this in 

April 2015.

“The days of monopoly are over,” Wynne 

said. “This is the biggest shake up to the 

sale of beer in Ontario since we repealed 

prohibition in this province, and that was 

in 1927.” The Toronto Star commented: 

“Premier Kathleen Wynne is playing Santa 

Claus for Ontario beer drinkers with the 

sale of six-packs in Ontario supermarkets 

beginning this Christmas”.

Switzerland

Switzerland is a wine country (meaning that 

more alcohol is consumed in form of wine 

than beer), although the average Swiss 

drinks 36.1 litres of beer per year. For a long 

time, the Swiss beer market was controlled 

by a cartel in order to regulate the beer 

distribution and prices.

The beer cartel (founded 1935) entailed, 

among other things, the following:

•	 Consumers could only get beer from their

	 regional brewery

•	 Only four types of beer were allowed

	 (pale lager, special lager, dark lager and

	 strong lager).

•	 Foreign beers could only be imported

	 through a Swiss brewer

When the cartel was dissolved in 1991, 

the market opened up for new breweries, 

especially microbreweries. While the 

number of breweries in the days of the 

cartel decreased to 32, the Swiss market 

currently consists of 483 breweries, 385 of 

which are microbreweries. In addition, some 

very small home brewers (nanobreweries) 

distribute their production only to friends 

and acquaintances and do not show up in 

any statistics. 

Three of the most popular beer brands are 

currently

•	 Appenzeller Quöllfrisch

•	 Feldschlösschen Original

•	 Schützengarten Lager.

Other than in Canada, considerable amounts 

of beer sold in Switzerland are imported 

beers. Their proportion is currently 25.8%. 

The most popular imported brands come 

from Germany. Interestingly, there is a 

Canadian store in Switzerland (named 

“Country Seasons” and located near Zug) 

where some beers from Molson and Labatt 

are available. Moreover, one beer bottled 

in Lausanne and sold as “local produce” is 

brewed in Québec.

No beers are available in Switzerland under 

the name of “Pilsner” or “Budweiser”. The 

reason for this is a bilateral treaty with 

Czechoslovakia stating that beers with names 

such as Pilsner (also Pils) and Budweiser 

have to be produced in the Czech Republic 

to be allowed. Therefore, Swiss pilsner-like 

lagers are usually called “Spezial”, and all 

the imported German pilsners are called 

“premium”. Anheuser-Bush has to sell their 

Budweiser as “Anheuser-Busch B”.

 
WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

SCCC (ONTARIO) INC.

New Personal Members: 
Warren Viegas

70 Invermay Avenue
Toronto, ON M3H 1Z5
Tel: 416-315-4848

Email: warrenv@sympatico.ca

Charles Mougenot
2191 Yonge Street, Unit 3109

Toronto, ON M4S 3H8
Tel: 647-919-5084

Email: charles.mougenot@gmail.com 

New Entrepreneur Member:
Rajiv Bissessur

Desjardins Financial Security
5070 Dixie Rd.

Mississauga, ON L4W 1C9
Tel 416-893-6094

Email: rajiv.bissessur@dfsin.ca
Web: www.dfsin.ca

Anthony Varga
Endress + Hauser Canada Ltd.

1075 Sutton Drive
Burlington, ON L7L 5Z8
Tel: 905-681-9292
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“Architecture should speak of its time and 
place, but yearn for timelessness.”

Frank Gehry
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tribeca insights

Tipping Point in Europe
By: Beat J. Guldimann, LLD 

19 November 2015

When the tragic picture of 3 year-old Ailan’s 
lifeless corpse went viral several weeks 
ago, the refugee crisis stemming from the 
apocalyptic mess in the Middle East all of a 
sudden became too obvious to ignore.

When Paris was attacked on this part Friday 
the 13th by well-organized ISIS terrorists any 
doubts that ISIS will relentlessly increase its 
barbaric terror mission against the West were 
soaked away in the blood of the over 130 
innocent Parisians that have been killed.

When it was reported that one of the leaders 
of the Paris attacks found his way to Europe 
tucked away in a convoy of migrants with 
a fake Syrian passport, linking migration 
from the troubled Middle East with the risk 
of increased terrorism in the West all of a 

sudden was real, not just some xenophobic 
rhetoric.

Paris, 11-13-15, changed everything.

The nations in the European Union are faced 
with tens of thousands of families from Syria, 
Iraq and other areas plagued by civil war 
and ISIS trying to make their way across the 
Balkans to a safer and better future. Countries 
on the Eastern border of the Union have 
resorted to building fences to keep refugees 
out. Meanwhile, the German Chancellor has 
bravely announced that her country will take 
in 80,000 people in direct reaction to the 
crisis and up to one million over time. 

As a result, we are witnessing trainloads of 
Middle Eastern migrants being herded into 
temporary camps across Germany. While 
Germany is bending over backwards to 
accommodate this massive influx, displays 
of gratitude are few and far between. Some 
of the travelers would rather complain on 
TV how inadequate their accommodations 
are. Apparently some refugees expect 

one-bedroom apartments with individual 
showers.

As Europe is scrambling to find a way to 
deal with the refugee crisis, the rulers of the 
Arabian Peninsula are watching the exodus 
of desperate Arabs into Europe rather than 
offering help within the region. The House 
of Saud even cynically offered to build 
100 mosques in Germany to assist with 
the integration of upward to a million new 
residents of Muslim faith.

The Arab world is in shambles, not only 
because of the collapse of the order of 
nation states as crafted after WW1, but more 
importantly because (wealthy) Arabs very 
clearly have no desire of assisting (distressed) 
Arabs in their own region.

With the exception of Turkey: The natural 
bridge between the Levant and the Balkans 
has been inundated with migrants on their 
way to the desired destinations in Europe. 
An experienced tactician, Mr. Erdogan has 
successfully negotiated a deal with the EU 
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whereby Turkey will be paid several billions 
of Euros to assist with keeping as many 
refugees out of Europe and obtain easier 
access to the EU for its own citizens with the 
lifting of certain Visa restrictions.

Germany’s “Willkommenskultur” has the 
potential to permanently alter the fabric of 
its citizenry. Simple math demonstrates what 
this means. If Germany takes in 1 million of 
refugees from Syria etc., this contingent will 
initially make up just over 1% of the total 83 
million people living in the country now. This 
seems manageable at first, but if you consider 
birth rates, which in the Arab world generally 
speaking are about double of the rate across 
Europe, the 1% is likely to become 5% within 
the span of only a couple of generations. 
Some of the traditional residents may find 
this somewhat disturbing.

To camouflage the demographic challenge, 
the German government has tried to sell its 
open door policy as a solution to its systemic 
labour shortage. But the influx of refugees 

from the Arabian Desert will do very little in 
terms of filling gaps in the workforce. 

It is questionable whether those immigrants 
that could work actually have the skills 
required, or speak the language to fit into the 
workplace. More likely, most of those who 
get to stay after their refugee claims have 
been approved will depend on the public 
purse for an extended period of time. 

The influx of randomly put together groups 
of Arab refugees will invariably lead to the 
Middle Eastern conflict being imported into 
Europe. Just because Sunnis and Shia, Alawites 
and Druse, Copts and other Arab minorities 
are sharing spots on the same “caravan” 
from the Middle East does not mean they all 
of a sudden become a happy family. And, as 
Paris on November 13 has demonstrated so 
brutally, migrant caravans also are the perfect 
cover for travelling terrorists.

Mrs. Merkel was right when stating that 
the Syrian-Arab refugee crisis will have a 

significant and lasting impact on the socio-
economic fabric in Germany and across 
the EU. Beyond that there is the clear and 
present risk that the EU will become a second 
battleground in the fight between the West 
and ISIS.
 
It does not take a lot of imagination to realize 
that what is happening in Europe today will 
lead to increased political polarization. There 
are a lot of frustrated, frightened and angry 
ordinary people in Germany and other parts 
of Europe that are not impressed with how 
their governments are managing the current 
migrant crisis. 

Europe may soon reach a tipping point 
where populist extremist parties with simple 
solutions to a complex problem start picking 
up these fears and frustrations and take the 
fight to the polls. 

This will no doubt be the biggest challenge 
for the European “classe politique” since 
1933.
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Current trends in Swiss 
architecture

In the summer of 2015, a long-awaited new 
architecture guide appeared on the market, 
bringing together Switzerland’s best structures 
of the 21st century. 
The heterogeneity of the types of structures 
is significant in itself: from bridges and bus 
terminals to heating stations, almost every 
kind of construction project is included. In 
Switzerland, the will to be amongst good 
design does not end at one’s own front door. 

Here, design competitions often serve as a 
means to find good architectural solutions 
– and not just in public projects. Although a 
competition might, at first glance, appear to 
be a lengthy, costly, and unpredictable process 
for the owners, it often generates diverse and 
apt proposed solutions. Via the competition 
process, not only individual buildings, but 
also entire sites can be carefully planned in a 
manner that suits the context (fig. 1: Schoren 
site design competition, Basel). Competition 
processes also give young offices the 
opportunity to secure contracts and to realize 
their first projects. 

Switzerland’s rich architectural heritage has 
long been a location factor that is protected 
not only by federal monument preservation, 
but also by non-profit players or regional 
initiatives. These help to raise the public’s 
awareness of its built environment. Thus, 
tourists do not only benefit from this country’s 
unique nature, but also from accommodation 
with modern comfort – often in historical 
buildings. Here, locally available materials 
and traditional craftsmanship are being used 
to an increasing extent, so as to integrate 
buildings into the existing context, because 
the authenticity of a historical building conveys 
much more than a newly built boutique hotel 
with an interior that makes it impossible to tell 
if one is in Zermatt, Crans-Montana or Mont-
Tremblant (fig. 2: Conversion and renovation 
of Hotel Hecht, Basel).

Demand for building renovation, instead of 
demolition and new construction, is also 
increasing in urban contexts (fig. 3: Credit 
Suisse renovation in Geneva). 
Here, the main tasks primarily involve the 
reorganization of (office) floor plans, the 
updating of energy standards, earthquake-

related requirements, and space optimization. 
New open-plan office structures are replacing 
old individual offices along endless corridors 
and new communal areas are being created as 
places to meet (fig. 4: Renovation and raising 
of an office, Basel). Rooms are becoming more 
transparent and flexible. 

Space optimization is a current topic in large 
Swiss cities. There is a shortage of space; 
for cities like Geneva and Basel, close to the 
country’s borders, growth is now only possible 
to a limited extent. At the same time, the trend 
of living and working in city centers continues 
unabated. One of the solutions is densification: 
here, adding stories or building upward has 
more than just economic advantages. Basel’s 
“Bau 1”, belonging to the pharmaceutical 
company Roche, is currently the tallest 
building in Switzerland, at 178 m. However, 
buildings are already shooting upward in other 
cities too: not only office buildings, but also 
high-rise residential buildings (fig. 5: Tour de 
Cèdres design competition, Lausanne). 

As Switzerland’s land consumption per capita 
is growing rapidly and the proportion of vacant 
urban living space is reaching a historical low, 
innovative solutions must also be found here, 
in order to prevent crowding out and to create 
affordable living space for low earners as well 
(fig. 6: Cooperative housing development eco-
quartier, Nyon).

Alongside the public sector, housing 
cooperatives are also playing an increasingly 
important role in Switzerland as investors and 
providers of funding. Here, depending on the 
contract, architects focus on the social mix, 
a broad range of age groups, or residents’ 
special requirements. 

For some construction tasks, however, a new 
building is often necessary, for instance when 
extremely strict requirements apply, such as in 
buildings for hospitals or the pharmaceutical 
industry (fig. 7/8: New BATLab building for the 
Geneva University Hospitals, HUG).

High-security laboratories where viruses and 
bacteria are studied, and modern laboratories 
with a pleasant working environment for staff 
despite all the safety precautions, are rarely 
possible to realize in an old building. 

Here too, or especially here, communication 
spaces are essential for staff, in order to
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promote an uncomplicated exchange and 
to provide balance with regard to the work 
in the cleanroom or laboratory (fig. 9/10: 
Philip Morris Research & Development Center, 
Neuchâtel). In addition, buildings for research 
and development are an important location 
factor, helping Switzerland to remain an 
attractive destination for scientists from all 
over the world. Excellent universities need 
appropriate structural conditions (fig. 11: MHSP 
research building at ETH, Zurich). 

All in all, Switzerland offers architects a good 
breeding ground for attractive projects and 
extraordinary architecture.

Author: Nicole Dupré Burckhardt+Partner Ltd.

All projects shown are from Burckhardt+Partner 
Ltd. which is one of the largest and most 
influential architecture, interior design, and 
urban planning firms in Switzerland. Founded 
in 1951, with offices in Basel, Bern, Geneva, 
Lausanne and Zurich, they have completed 
more than 3’000 projects in CH and abroad. 
They are renowned for their commitment 
to design excellence, innovation, and 
sustainability - www.burckhardtpartner.ch
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Insurance is underwritten by insurance company subsidiaries within the Zurich Financial Services Group including, in Canada, Zurich Insurance Company Ltd. Insurance product obligations are the sole responsibility of each issuing insurance company. For example, only the assets of 
Zurich Canada (and no other assets of the Zurich Financial Services Group) are available to meet its obligations for the performance of its products. For more complete financial information, audited annual statements of the Group and information on the ratings of the underwriting 

companies of Zurich in North America, access www.zurichcanada.com. Zurich® is a registered trademark of Zurich Insurance Company Ltd.

“ We make communication work seamlessly 
across six continents. Zurich does the same 
with our insurance.”

Polycom, a global leader in telepresence solutions, needed a financially strong 

carrier that could make complex insurance coverage easier. Zurich provided 

a custom solution that’s as simple as it is seamless, integrating property with 

liability coverage all under one policy. It’s an example of how Zurich delivers the 

help businesses need when it matters most. Watch the video to learn more. 

www.zurichcanada.com/stories

A single property insurance solution designed to help reduce coverage gaps and overlaps.

Andrew M. Miller, President & CEO
Polycom, Inc.

 

tap into this network. The next occasion to 
meet will be during the Leadership Summit
for Sustainable Business (GLOBE), which will 
take place March 2 to 4, 2016 in Vancouver.  
Under the present circumstances, North 
America’s largest conference on sustainable 
business promises to be more exciting 
than ever. Switzerland will be present at 
this highly visible event, offering Swiss 
companies a platform to enter North 
America’s and, in particular, Vancouver’s 
growing markets for sustainable building. 
The following report summarizes the 

luncheon event on this topic which took 
place in on November 9, 2016 (credit for 
the text goes to Mr. Thomas Andrey, SCCC 
B.C&A)

The city of Vancouver has set itself 
ambitious targets for the future in terms 

of green building. Aiming to be the world’s 
greenest city by 2020, Vancouver has still 
a long way to go and several hurdles to 
jump over. Although the city is well-known 
to be at the forefront of sustainability 
developments in North America, a look 
beyond the city limits and across national 

Stephan Tanner explains how Swiss technologies can help Vancouver to become the greenest city.

cont’d from page 5
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borders is indispensable to achieve the 
high goals set forth. Switzerland has a 
proven track record and best practices to 
share that can help Vancouver to get where 
it strives to be.

A total of over 30 architects, designers and 
city planners, many of them with a Swiss 
background, gathered to share their ideas 
and experiences on the topic of “Swiss 
Technologies for Green Canadian Buildings”. 
Organized by the Swiss Canadian Chamber 
of Commerce on behalf of Swiss Business 
Hub in Canada, the luncheon event began 
with a networking session, followed by a 
presentation by Stephan Tanner and an 
extensive open discussion. 

Swiss architect, Stephan Tanner, is 
recognized  as one of the key leaders in 
sustainable design in North America. 
Throughout his presentation, Mr. Tanner 
emphasized the need to drastically decrease 
the carbon footprint in order to stop global 
warming. Energy efficiency is an effective 
method to lower energy consumption to a 
globally sustainable target of 2’000 Watts 
of continuous energy per person. 

Although “Passivehouses” are the 
solution to significantly decrease energy 
consumption in buildings, incentive for 
Canadians and the population of Vancouver 
to build by rigorous standards remains 
small. The discussion group agreed that 
improved building codes are required 
to encourage “passivhouse”-building. 
Creating awareness and willingness is also 
key; because following Stephan Tanner, the 
responsibility for green building cannot rest 
only on the manufacturer’s side. Similar 
to the automobile industry, users must be 
aware and responsible for sustainability.  

The discussions indicated that Swiss know-
how and technology provide established 
approaches to boost energy efficiency in 
Canadian buildings. Of particular relevance 
in the discussion was the insulation. 
Canadian buildings often lose plenty of 
energy through poorly insulated windows 
or through thermal bridging at balconies. 

Swiss designers not only know how to avoid 
such energy losses, they also have a vast 
experience and are willing to share their 
expertise by adapting it to local contexts. 
When it comes to energy efficiency in 
windows, PVC glass is undisputedly 
number one and therefore widely used 
in Switzerland. As transporting windows 
from Switzerland to Canada’s west coast 
is senseless, shipping components of the 
frame and manufacturing the glass locally 
would be a viable solution. A similar 
approach could be used for other Swiss 
technologies for green Canadian building. 

* SBH Canada provides localized support, 
market information, consulting and 
networking services to Swiss companies 
venturing into the Canadian market. 
In addition, it actively promotes 
Switzerland as a highly attractive 

business and investment location for 
Canadian companies looking for growth 
in Switzerland and in Europe. Operating 
under the umbrella of Switzerland 
Global Enterprise (the Swiss trade and 
investment promotion agency, formerly 
known as Osec) and the Embassy of 
Switzerland in Canada, SBH Canada 
offices are located within the Consulate 
General of Switzerland in Montreal.

  

LAWYERS – AVOCATS – RECHTSANWÄLTE

For over 50 years, many of Europe’s largest 

corporate groups, as well as numerous small and 

medium-size companies, have counted on Lette 

to provide them with practical, sophisticated 

and cost-effective legal advice in Canada.

WWW.LETTE.CA

ToronTo – LeTTe LLP    MonTréaL – LeTTe & associés s.e.n.c.r.L.    Paris – LeTTe aLérion    Munich – LeTTe & Knorr

CONTACT 

BERNARD LETTE
BLETTE@LETTE.CA

“As an architect you design for the PRESENT 
with an awareness of the PAST for a FUTURE 

which is essentially unknown.”

Norman Foster
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    Bringing high-quality products to the world. 
It’s a Swiss tradition.
There’s comfort in high-quality products. We should know. We export them. As the 
airline of Switzerland, we translate high quality into comfort on every  ight by off ering 
service and hospitality you can count on. For daily  ights from Montreal to Zurich, 
with connections to over 70 worldwide destinations, contact your travel agent or visit 
us on swiss.com

Swiss-Spanish Architect 
Calatrava’s curved and 
flowing steel creations
 

Content and pictures provided by the 

Calatrava Office, adjusted by Sandra Leuba

One of the world’s foremost visionary, 
utopian, and iconic architects today, Santiago 
Calatrava, has been named as this year’s 
recipient of the prestigious European Prize for 
Architecture. Known for his flowing, curved 
buildings, he uses steel, concrete, and new 
computer modeling to create compositions 
that appear at once natural and structurally 
impossible. 

Calatrava’s architectural masterpieces can be 
found around the world. But only now when 
researching further I realized how many of 
these flowing structures designed by Swiss-
Spanish architect I was somewhat familiar 
with. For example the glass arcade over 
Brookfield Place in the heart of downtown 
Toronto, or the pedestrian bridge along the 
waterfront trail over Mimico Creek. Similarly 
in Switzerland, the train station Zurich-
Stadelhofen, the University of Zurich Law 
Faculty, the bus station and Pfalzkeller Gallery 
in St. Gallen, the PTT Postal building and train 

station in Luzern, a Theatre in Basal and many 
more. 

Below are brief descriptions of some of the 
stunning structures Calatrava built in Canada 
and in Switzerland, but for a visual treat to all 
his creations, please visit www.calatrava.com.

Brookfield Place, Toronto 
Calatrava’s intervention in the heart of 
Toronto covers Heritage Square (now called 
the Brookfield Place) with a soaring roof 
that creates a block-long arcade, connecting 
various buildings and streets. The 130-meter 
long (426 feet), 14-meter wide (46 feet) and 
27-meter high (89 feet) arcade gives form 
and meaning to spaces that otherwise would 
have become isolated by a general lack of 
coordination. Unlike the traditional glazed and 
vaulted arcades of 19th century Europe, with 
their purpose-built interior facades, this gallery 
has been conceived as a free-standing element 
between existing buildings. It appears as a 
new typology for weather-protected precincts. 
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www.kaufmanndesuisse.ca

MONTRÉAL · 2195 rue Crescent · 514.848.0595

PALM BEACH · 210 Worth Avenue · 561.832.4918

Our new Wave design enhances the 
beauty of this magnificent 7 carat 

diamond

Diamond Wave
C O L L E C T I O N

TM

Built from 1987 – 1992 it still is a focal point 
for entry into central Toronto’s subterranean 
pedestrian network. A space-defining function 
has thus been created that imposes a new 
point of orientation upon otherwise disparate 
structures.

Mimico Creek Bridge 

Toronto Department of Parks and Culture 
commissioned the Mimico Creek Bridge project 
as part of an extension to the Waterfront Trail 
along the shores of Lake Ontario. The Mimico 
Creek Bridge with its single inclined arch 
proposes an elegant design counterpoint to an 
existing landmark and does so at a modest 
scale, while contributing a memorable 
new element of its own to the site and its 
surrounding areas. Designed for pedestrians 
and cyclists, the Mimico Creek Bridge spans 
44 meters (144 feet) with a 2.5 meters (8.2 
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feet) wide deck. The exceptionally light 
superstructure, which weighs only 50 tons, 
was designed in such a way that it could be 
prefabricated off-site as four separate pieces 
and later assembled into a single unit on site 
after being lowered into place by a crane. 

Calgary Peace Bridge 
The new bridge is a landmark structure 
connecting the richly landscaped residential 
community of Sunnyside on the north 
side of the river with the modern urban 
downtown community of Eau Claire, located 
on the south side of the river. The 126-meter 

long (413 feet) and 8-meter wide (26 feet) 
with a total height at 5.85 meters (19 feet) 
bridge structure is embedded as a sculptural, 
yet mathematically-derived element into 
a naturally landscaped surrounding and its 
sculptural appearance generates a striking 
contrast with the surrounding landscape.

The structured shape is defined by a helix 
developed over an oval cross section with 
two clearly defined tangential radii creating 
an architectural space within. The upper 
openings are filled with glazed leaves bent 
to the same shape as the exterior of the 

helical form offering protection to the users 
from the rain and winter weather conditions. 
Santiago Calatrava was awarded the 2014 
National Steel Design Award of Excellence by 
the Canadian Institute of Steel Construction 
for the steel structure of the Peace Bridge.

Railway Station Stadelhofen

Calatrava’s design encompasses not only 
the passenger platform and commercial 
arcade, but a canopied promenade, three 
contrasting bridges, stairs, elevators as well 
as the support of the power cables.

The Swiss Federal Railways commissioned 
the expansion and redefinition of an existing 
railway station in the heart of Zurich on 
Stadelhofen Square with a program calling 
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for the accommodation of a third track 
and the creation of a commercial arcade. 
Options for accommodating a third track 
were a tunnel (the more intricate but less 
intrusive approach) and an open excavation 
(the quicker solution). Calatrava proposed 
a compromise that respected the terrain 
but could be implemented without delay. 
He demolished the old retaining wall, 
undercut the slope and retained the hill 
with a concrete box-beam with convex 
soffit, supported at the rear by an anchored 
and piled wall and supported by a series 
of slanting, tapering, triple-point columns 
at the front. This structure develops as a 
continuous section following the curve of 
the tracks under the hill.

Above the box-beam, running its full length, 
is a promenade, enhanced by a cable trellis 
to create a green ‘canopy’. A road bridge 
follows the gradient of the hill; a pedestrian 
bridge is supported by a triangulated 
structure; and a second pedestrian bridge 
springs like a thin, undulating membrane of 
concrete from a distinctive sculptural base.

Covering the open platform is a curved 
canopy made of translucent glass, which 
allows light to filter down to the subterranean 
passageway through prefabricated glass-
brick elements laid in the platform.

University of Zurich Law Faculty
As part of an effort to centralize the 
University’s Law School’s facilities, which 
were dispersed throughout eight different 
buildings, the Canton of Zurich and the 
University commissioned Calatrava to 
prepare a study for an addition of two stories 
to a landmarked building’s wings, and to 
raise the building structure to its original 
height, and to house its administration 
offices and classrooms.

Calatrava’s proposal expanded the original 
project scope and provided a new facility 
for the law school’s distinguished library and 
rare books collection within the landmarked 
building.

Calatrava devised a hydraulically movable 
pleated curtain of collapsible blades to 
provide the reading rooms with controlled 
natural light from the ceiling, which also 
function as acoustic tiles. He completes 
by adding a two-story of lightweight steel 
structure to the lower wings of the existing 
building. The steel columns and beams form 
shelves that support the floor plates and 
allow the new structure to float over the 
existing building. The curtain-wall facade 
is characterized by thin, elegant window 
profiles and horizontal sunshades.
Calatrava then conceived the library as a stack 
of six oval rings, hung as an independent 
structure within the rectangular courtyard. 

This cascade of galleries is supported from 
the court-yard’s walls at four points, leaving 
the facade of the building’s courtyard 
virtually untouched.

A domed copper roof over the library and 
courtyard features a glazed skylight. The 
choice of copper harmonizes with the 
materials used in the surrounding buildings, 
just as the dome’s form echoes several 
nearby cupolas. Thanks to the daylight, 
natural light penetrates deep into the 
reading rooms and filters into the corners of 
the courtyard.

 
Salvatore Calatrava was born in urban Valencia, 
Spain, where he received a degree in architecture 
at the Polytechnic University of Valencia.  In 
1975 he enrolled in the Swiss Federal Institute 
of Technology in Zürich, Switzerland, for a second 
degree in civil engineering.  In 1981, after 
receiving his doctorate in civil engineering for his 
thesis, “On the Foldability of Space Frames”, he 
started his architecture and engineering practice.



The Grand Train Tour of Switzerland combines the most beautiful panoramic rail routes 
in one unique travel experience. MySwitzerland.com/rail
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Trademark and 
Copyright protection in 
Canada for Architects, 
Engineers and 
Designers 

Taras Kulish, B.C.L., LL.B; Member of the 
Ontario, Quebec and New York
Bars; Senior IP Lawyer at Steinberg Title 
Hope & Israel LLP

Do intellectual property laws in Canada 
protect architects, engineers and designers 
for their work product? All professionals that 
create designs, drawings and models that 
lead to building structures should be aware 
that their work is protected by copyright 
law. Words and logos commercially used in 
association with a building are protected by 
trademark law.

First of all, a brief review of the different 
types of intellectual property:
•	 Copyright provides protection for literary, 
artistic, dramatic or musical works.
•	 Patents cover new inventions or any 
new and useful improvement to an existing 
invention.
•	 Trademarks relate to one or a 
combination of words, sounds or designs 
used to sell one’s goods or services.
•	 Industrial designs are the visual features 
of shape, configuration, pattern or ornament 
of a finished article.
•	 Integrated circuit topographies refer 
to the three-dimensional configurations of 
electronic circuits embodied in integrated 
circuit products or layout designs.

Copyright applies to the following categories:
•	 literary works;
•	 dramatic works;
•	 musical works; and
•	 artistic works: paintings, drawings, 
	 maps, photographs, sculptures, plans, 
	 etc.

A definition of “artistic work” includes charts, 
plans and architectural works. “Architectural 
work” is defined broadly as “any building 

or structure, or any model of a building or 
structure.”

A work must be “original” to be protected 
by copyright. This means it must be created 
by an author and be something more than 
a pure mechanical reproduction. Use of 
computer aided design (CAD) software 
does not defeat copyright that subsists in a 
plan (for example a house plan). Copy right 
protection extends to the overall form as 
well as the arrangement and composition of 
spaces and elements in the design. 

As a general rule in Canada, copyright lasts 
for the life of the author (or in the case of 
several authors, the last to survive), the 
remainder of the calendar year in which 
the author dies, and for 50 years following 
the end of that calendar year. The work 
or creation falls into the public domain on 
December 31 of the 50th year after the 
author dies.  

Registration is not required for copyright 
protection in Canada, but there are benefits 
since registration provides notice to the world 
of the owner of the copyright. An engineer 
or architect could obtain and register more 
than one copyright on a particular project, to 
protect various aspects.

Registration under the Copyright Act is 
quite simple, but care should still be taken 
to describe the work or structure simply 
and accurately. The following information is 
required: 1) Title of the work; 2) Category 
of the work; 3) the date and place of first 
publication; 4) The name and complete 
mailing address of the owner(s); 5) The 
name of the author of the work if different 
that the owner; and 6) a declaration that 
the applicant is the author of the work, 
the owner of the copyright in the work, an 
assignee of the copyright, or a person to 
whom an interest in the copyright has been 
granted by licence.

Moral rights are important for architects 
and designers and are part of copyright 
protection.  Moral rights include the author’s 
right to be associated with the work and 
include the author’s right to the integrity 

of the work (to ensure the work is not 
distorted). Moral rights of the author exist in 
a work for the same length of time as other 
copyrights in the work, even where the 
work, or the copyright in the work, has been 
sold or assigned. Therefore, assignments 
and licenses of copyright should include a 
written waiver of the author’s moral rights.

Trademarks associated with architectural 
works and designs:  An architect could 
have trademark protection for a distinctive 
building associated with a brand.  If someone 
copied the design or the actual structure and 
used it in a commercial way, one could sue 
for trademark infringement. 

There are four elements to prove trademark 
violation:
1.	 The building is distinctive. 
2.	I t represents a brand associated with the 
	 sale in commerce of certain products.
3.	 The use of the trademarked building was 
	 not “fair-use”. 
4.	 The building was used to promote similar 
	 goods or services. 

Apple Inc. has led the way by registering the 
trademark to the layout of its stores located 
in malls with the U.S. Patent & Trademark 
Office. The description of the mark covers 
the glass entrance, lighting, shelving and 
table placement. Apple filed an identical 
application in Canada in 2010 which is still 
under examination. 

Clearly the architects, engineers and other 
design professionals are protected by 
relevant trademark and copyright laws in 

Canada. This is good 
news and care must 
be taken to register 
and enforce these 
rights!

© October 2015 
Taras Kulish lived 
in Switzerland 
from 2011 to 2014, 
in Preverenges on 
the shores of Lac 
Léman.

 

 

Architecture & Design
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Adapted Living Solutions is a small business 
that specializes in the sale and installation 
of walk-in bathtubs.  I started the business 
when I found out how expensive it is to 
buy and install a quality walk-in bathtub.  
I was determined to find a quality product 
at a reasonable price to be installed by 
trustworthy, professional contractors.  After 
extensive research, I discovered a company 
called Ella’s Bubbles LLC and it’s state of 
the art walk-in bathtubs.   Ella’s Bubbles – 
a Chicago-based OEM manufacturer and 
distributor of acrylic walk-in bathtubs 
has spearheaded acrylic walk-in bathtub 
development, production, and distribution 
in North America since 2005. 

Adapted Living Solutions is an authorized 
dealer for Ella’s Bubbles, LLC servicing Toronto 
and the surrounding area.  We have one of 
the lowest step-in heights in the industry – 
only 3.5 inches. The dual drain technology 
allows the tub to drain in about 80 seconds!  
The tempered glass door on our acrylic tubs 
and the swivel tray provides a very classy 
look. We offer exceptional craftsmanship, 
world-class customer service, and creative 
insights to help you, our client, stay in your 
comfortable, cozy home which you cherish. 
No fear of a fall – step on the slip resistant 
floor and sit on the slip resistant seat in the 
tub. You can have a shower or bath with a 
walk-in bathtub. Add barrier and hassle free 
bathing to your life!

We provide high quality tubs at significantly 
lower prices because we purchase directly 

from a North American manufacturer.  We 
are not a franchise and, therefore, do not 
have to pay franchisee fees.  We do not have 
a showroom or large store, so our overhead 
costs are kept low.  We specialize in walk-in 
bathtubs. 

As we have personal experience with seniors 
and disabled individuals, we understand 
your situation and can provide valuable 
insight on which walk-in tub is most 
suitable for you. Our professional, licensed 
contractors complete the installation with 
the least amount of interruption to your life, 
often within a couple of days! We also have 
a wide range of accessories to complete 
your bathroom design.

We provide a free consultation, guidance 
and a no obligation estimate.
Sandra Noronha
647 298 0814
www.adaptedlivingsolutions.ca

Membership Perks & 
Benefits 

Dear Members,  

We strive to continuously improve 
and expand the service offering to our 
members. As such, we are pleased to 
announce that the SCCC will be offering 
discounted rates on auto and home 
insurance to its members through 
an exclusive SCCC group insurance 
plan underwriting by Aviva Canada. 
Aviva Canada is the country’s second 
largest property and casualty insurer 
and offers an extensive Claims Service 
Satisfaction Guarantee. If you are 
interested in learning how much you 
could save, call 1-877-787-7021 to get 
a quote. This latest addition expands 
our current insurance offering from 
health insurance provided by Nacora 
to now also include preferred rates on 
auto and home insurance by Aviva.  

Earlier this year, the SCCC also launched 
a private LinkedIn group to help our 
members gain easy access to a broad 
network of leaders in local, national, 
and multi-national organizations. We 
encourage that you take advantage of 
this great opportunity to stay connected 
with fellow members.  

We are proud to offer yearly scholarship 
awards. These awards are open to 
children of members of the Swiss 
Canadian Chamber of Commerce. The 
deadline for scholarship applications is 
July 15 for the academic year starting 
in the fall.   We will continue to work 
hard to add more benefits in the near 
future.   

 
For more information, please contact 
Patricia Keller Schläpfer at the SCCC.   

ADAPTED LIVING SOLUTIONS

Walk-in Bathtubs

 

Member Prof i le 

Portra i t  d’un Membre
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In Memory of 
Bruno Gideon

It is with great 
sadness that we 
have learned 
of the sudden 
and unexpected 
passing of
our long-time 
member Bruno 
Gideon. 

Bruno died from unexpected complications 
after suffering a major stroke on 22nd 
September while travelling on business in 
Brazil. He was laid to rest in his beloved 
Zurich on October 9th.

Bruno was not only an accomplished author 
of several books but also the inspirational 
writer behind “Bruno’s One-Minute Email” 
that he sent out weekly to hundreds of 
loyal subscribers around the world. Many 
of his interesting thoughts and advice were 
published in our info suisse magazine over 
an extended period of time as “Bruno’s Tip”. 

With his big heart and humanitarian 
gestures, Bruno touched and helped many 
people with wise and kind words and other 

good deeds. Bruno was a kind, positive, 
generous and inspiring person who was a 
lot of fun to be around with and he will be 
sorely missed. 

On behalf of all the members and friends of 
the SCCC and CCCS, we would like to express 
our deepest sympathy to Dan, his longtime 
partner as well as to his entire family. 
Farewell Bruno, may you rest in peace.

Board of Directors
SCCC  Ontario / CCCS Quebec

Petit déjeuner Mirabaud  
Club Mont-Royal 
15 octobre 2015  
 
Crédit photos : Beatriz Gomez
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of tragedy. The party commenced with a slightly more somber tone than in previous years, but 
one that also reinforced the fact that “Liberté. Egalité. Fraternité.” rings true, even to this day. 
Perhaps even more so. Therefore we raised our glasses with wine supplied by the Consulate 
General of Switzerland in Montréal and began the celebration.
Under the distinguished patronage of His Excellency, Dr. Beat Nobs, Swiss Ambassador to 

Canada, who unfortunately was 
unable to attend, 112 elegant 
guests were welcomed by Consul 
General Beat Kaser and his wife 
Liu Kaser. Honoured was Freddy 
Mettler, one of the founding 
fathers of the SCCC in 1966 for 
his contributions in setting the 
foundation for what the Chamber 
is today and what it will be in 
the future. Sonia Evans-Good 
and her creative touch helped to 
envelop the room in the feeling 
of a French vineyard with her 
grape-inspired centerpieces, 
generously sponsored by Vreni 
Ducommun. Guests were also 
treated to a decadent assortment 
of fine chocolates provided by 
Lindt & Sprüngli, along with gift 
bags courtesy of Victorinox and 
Wander-Caotina.

The appetizers and several 
dinner courses were delicious 
(the fondue and dessert table 
are always huge hits!), thanks 

to the work of Chef Schick and his staff, which guests enjoyed while the Dave Murphy Band 
entertained. 

As always, guests were spoiled with a stunning array of prizes thanks to the following sponsors:
•	 Euromart;
•	 H.U.H. Imports;
•	 Lindt & Sprüngli;

Chamber News 

Informations de votre Chambre

We’ll take you to Switzerland at the click of a mouse.

Information. News. Background reports. Analysis.
From Switzerland, about Switzerland. Multimedia,
interactive and up to date in 9 languages.
swissinfo.ch

 
The 2015 SCCC Dinner 
Dance
Vive la Romandie!

By Andrea Boothby-Gysling

This year’s annual Swiss Canadian Chamber of 
Commerce (Ontario) Inc. (SCCC) Gala Dinner 
Dance took place Saturday, November 14, 
2015 at the Omni King Edward Hotel. This 
distinguished event has certainly become a 
staple in the calendars of those Swiss living 
in Toronto and their honoured guests as it 
provides a lively introduction to the holiday 
season, year after year. The 2015 instalment 
would not have been possible without the 
gracious sponsorship of Zurich Insurance.

Perhaps serendipity in light of the tragic 
events in Paris, France, which took place 
only the night before, the theme for the 
2015 Gala — la Romandie —celebrated the 
beauty of the francophone culture through 
food and wine. Julien Favre, the president of 
the SCCC, Ontario Chapter, began the evening 
with a short speech expressing Switzerland’s 
solidarity with the French people in this time 
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IMAGINEZ  
UN GESTIONNAIRE  
DE PATRIMOINE
Imaginez un gestionnaire de patrimoine à la convergence des gestions  

traditionnelle et alternative. 

Imaginez un gestionnaire de patrimoine à la recherche de réelles performances  

et non d’indices à battre.

Imaginez un gestionnaire de patrimoine dont les collaborateurs ont la latitude  

nécessaire pour donner le meilleur d’eux-mêmes. 

Imaginez un gestionnaire de patrimoine capable de diversifier véritablement les risques.

Imaginez un gestionnaire de patrimoine qui façonne l’avenir de la gestion de fortune.

Bienvenue chez Lombard Odier.

Lombard Odier Gestion (Canada) Inc., commandité pour Lombard Odier & Cie (Canada), société en commandite
1000, rue Sherbrooke Ouest · Bureau 2200 · Montréal (Québec) · H3A 3R7 · Canada 
Téléphone 514 847 7748

B U S I N E S S  A N D  M A N A G E M E N T  C O N S U L T A N T S

Steiger, ZumStein & PartnerS ag

CONTACT:

Nauenstrasse 49, P.O.Box,
CH-4002 Basel
Phone +41 61 270 99 10, Fax -19
E-mail: brd@steiger-zumstein.ch
www.steiger-zumstein.ch

M E M B E R  O F :

• Establishment and management of Swiss corporations
• Accounting services
• International Tax Planning for companies and individuals
• Management functions in Finance and Administration for
 Swiss- and international companies
• Services provided in English, French and German

•	 Niagara Helicopter;
•	 Rolex;
•	 Swissmar;
•	 Swissmaster Chocolatier; and 
•	 The Omni King Edward Hotel.

But most guests anxiously awaited the stroke 
of midnight when the grand prize draw 
was held, thanks to the following generous 
sponsors:
•	 Hotel des Trois Couronnes , Vevey
•	 Lausanne Tourisme
•	 SWISS International Airlines
•	 Switzerland Tourism

This year’s grand prize winner was Beat 
Gulidimann. Congratulations!
The Executive and Directors of the Swiss 
Canadian Chamber of Commerce (Ontario) 

Inc., thank all who attended the 2015 SCCC 
Gala Dinner Dance and wish to extend their 
thanks to the committee who worked so hard 
to make it happen: Sonja Evans-Good, Julien 
Favre, Patricia Keller Schläpfer, Marianne 
Mian-Krenger (chair), Alexandra Soriano and 
Lisa Willenegger.
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BUSINESS NEWS

Sierre now has its eco-industrial park

The new industrial area of Daval, in the canton 

of Valais, will become one of Switzerland’s 

first eco-industrial parks.

200,000 square meters of industrial 
grounds – the equivalent of 27 football 
pitches – fully equipped to welcome 
innovative companies: 25 years after 
the creation of the Techno-Pôle, 
Switzerland’s leading center of excellence 
for information and communication 
technology, Sierre is pioneering again by 
inaugurating one of the country’s very first 
eco-industrial parks. Strategically located 
right alongside a motorway exit, the new 
eco-industrial park offers exceptional 
development potential thanks to the 

dynamic regional economy, high-quality 
framework conditions and the presence 
of renowned research and training 
institutes. 1,000 jobs should be created 
over the next 5 to 10 years.

The concept of eco-industrial park is 
relatively recent. Businesses cooperate 
with each other and with the local 
community with the intention of 
preserving environmental quality while 
increasing economic gains, in accordance 
with the principles of sustainable 
development. “We wish to make 
this industrial zone both ecologically 
responsible and economically viable”, 
explains Pierre Berthod, city councilor in 
charge of economic development.

A number of entrepreneurs have already 
shown their interest in the eco-industrial 
park, which according to a press release 

will welcome its first company at the 
beginning of 2016. The site is primarily 
aimed at high added-value firms with a 
focus on innovation.

The Legatum Index recognizes 
Switzerland’s prosperity

Switzerland ranks second in the Legatum 

Prosperity Index for the third time in a row 

while Norway and Denmark secure the first 

and third spot respectively.

The annual Legatum Prosperity Index 
assesses how prosperous an economy is 
based on more than just macroeconomic 
factors – also taking into account 
wellbeing. The index ranks 142 countries 
across eight categories: the Economy, 
Entrepreneurship & Opportunity; 
Governance; Education; Health; Safety & 

Chamber News 

Informations de votre Chambre

     Offrir au monde ce qu’il y a de mieux. 
Une tradition suisse. 
Les produits de haute qualité sont synonymes de confort. Nous sommes bien placés 
pour le savoir. Nous les exportons. En tant que transporteur aérien de la Suisse, nous 
traduisons la haute qualité en confort sur chaque vol, en vous off rant un service et 
une hospitalité jamais démentis. Pour les vols quotidiens de Montréal à Zurich, et des 
correspondances vers plus de 70 destinations à travers le monde, contactez votre 
agent de voyage ou visitez swiss.com

*

*Notre emblème est notre promesse. 
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Security; Personal Freedom; and Social 
Capital.

Switzerland performs particularly well, 
and actually better than Norway, in the 
Governance (1st), Economy (2nd), health 
(3rd) as well as Entrepreneurship & 
Opportunity (3rd) sub-indexes. The study 
reveals other interesting insights. 96% 
of the people surveyed agree with the 
fact that, in Switzerland, one can rely on 
others in times of need. 95% are satisfied 
with their freedom of choice. 87.1% 
are happy with the quality of the Swiss 
education system. Finally, 81.8% feel 
safe walking alone at night. The latter 
definitely contribute to a great extent to 
the country’s international attractiveness.

Switzerland is one of Europe’s leading 
Life Sciences cluster

The consulting firm KPMG conducted a 

study on European centres for Life Sciences. 

Switzerland was rated the most innovative 

country among the seven countries evaluated 

in the report.

KPMG compared Switzerland, Belgium, 
France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
Ireland and the UK on how they support 
Life Sciences companies. The report “Site 
Selection for Life Sciences Companies in 

Europe” offers relevant information to 
international Life Sciences companies 
looking to expand, restructure or 
consolidate their activities in Europe, 
writes KPMG in a news release.

Switzerland captured a leading role in a 
number of the categories. It was rated 
the most innovative country in Europe 
followed by German, Belgium and the 
Netherlands. And compared to the size of 
its population, Switzerland is the leader in 
workforce in the Life Sciences industry.

The Alpine nation also scored well for 
its universities. Although the UK has 
the largest numbers of top ranked 
universities, compared to the size of its 
population Switzerland with its four top 
universities actually scored better. Given 
the size of its economy, Switzerland is also 
highly attractive in terms of Foreign Direct 
Investments.

Switzerland is the world’s most positive 
country

Switzerland is the World’s Most Positive 

Country in 2015 according to the annual 

global index published by Daily Positive (D+), 

an online media organization from Australia 

for positive news.

For the first time, Switzerland has topped 
the world’s most positive country index, 
leaving the second and third spot to 
Sweden and China respectively. The alpine 
country jumped to the first place from last 
year’s fourth position mostly thanks to its 
consistent display of competitiveness in 
nurturing innovation and talent.

The annual list is based on a positivity 
index comprised of a global expert panel 
rating, a D+ journalists rating, a global 
web poll and the number of positive news 
entries in 2015 on the D+ website. Positive 
news can be understood as business 
developments, peace projects, sports 
achievements and scientific innovations 
accomplished during the current calendar 
year inside the countries and in the global 
stage. Sustainability plays an important 
role in the index. “Based on innovative 
environmental management practices, 
Switzerland has become one of the most 
sustainable nations in the world in the 
areas of climate change, biodiversity 
and habitat protection”, says one of the 
members on the D+ expert panel.
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« Un latte macchiato  
s’il vous plaît – 

fraîchement moulu, 
 pas en capsule. » 

www.qc.jura.com JURA – If you love coffee

 
ESPACE JURA –   salle de montre et centre technique au 10 118 boulevard 

Saint-Laurent à Montréal retrouvez nos revendeurs partout  
au Québec sur www.qc.jura.com

 

Through your membership in the  
SCCC, you can join a  

group health insurance plan

The country’s leading benefit 
program for small business

•	 �Covers businesses with up to  
35 employees, including one  
person firms

•	 Is open to all industries 
•	 Pools claims for price stability
•	 �Never targets an individual firm 

for  
a rate increase or cancellation

•	 �Offers a full range of benefits,  
including coverage normally  
reserved for big businesses

Discover the wide range of benefits  
available to you, such as Health 
and Dental, Critical Illness coverage, 
Short & Long Term Disability income 
replacement and more!

For more information, contact  
Patricia Keller Schläpfer at the SCCC  

or visit www.chambers.ca. 

Career Fair for Students
Graduats and Young 
Professionals
(Absolventenkongress Zurich) 
11 Dec 2015
Zurich, Switzerland

Hair Fair Thun
11-13 Dec 2015
Thun, Switzerland

Fixed and Bridal Fair Zurich
09-10 Jan 2016
Zurich, Switzerland

Fest-Und Hochzeitsmesse St. 
Gallen
09-10 Jan 2016
St. Gallen, Switzerland
 
Swissbau
12-16 Jan 2016
Basel, Switzerland

TRADE FAIRS

Lucerne Christkindlimarkt
24 Nov - Dec 2015
Lucerne, Switzerland

Christmas Collectors Market
04-06 Dec 2015
Zurich, Switzerland
 
Happiness Fair Bern 
04-06 Dec 2015
Bern, Switzerland
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Travel  News

Ice Skating on the Parliament Square

From December to February, the Bundesplatz 
(square in front of the Federal Building) turns 
into an ice rink, where locals and visitors can 
put on their skates and go for a spin. The 
7500ft2 /700 m2 illuminated ice field offers 
plenty of space for active fun. The ice rink 
restaurant features yummy hot drinks and 
snacks for those who need to refuel their 
energy or warm up their feet.

Retro Skiing in Wengen

Wengen has a long ski-history. 1930 was the 
first race of the world famous Lauberhorn ski-
race. So in the winter season, visitors get to 
experience ski nostalgia in the village in the 
Bernese Oberland. They can exchange their 
modern skiing equipment for nostalgic skiing 
garments, boots, and skis. A ski instructor 
helps them to make it down the slope just like 
their ancestors did 150 years ago.

Exclusive Snow Adventures in Davos

Get to the slopes before everyone else and 
see the sun rise while you carve through the 
fresh snow, walk along the traces of famous 
guests and royals, try out snowshoe hiking 
or ride a snow groomer and feel like a “hero 
of the night”. These and many other unique 
adventures await the guests of the ski hotels 
of Davos Klosters. The winter program “Davos 
Klosters Inside” offers them 15 exclusive 
activities free of charge from 19 December 
2015 to 28 March 2016.

The Lake Geneva Region to Host Winter 
Olympic Youth Games 2020

The International Olympic Committee (IOC) 
has named Lausanne to host the third edition 
of the Youth Olympic Games (YOG) exactly 
100 years after the establishment of the IOC 
in Lausanne, known as the Olympic Capital. 
The Lake Geneva Region’s varied landscape is 
ideal for the winter games and will take place 
at city and mountain venues in the Jura and 
Alps within a relatively small geographical 
area, accessed by the region’s excellent public 
transportation system. The competitions will 
also take place in the Alps and the Jura, which 
will boost the region’s global appeal.

The Funi Retires at the Museum of Transport

The Funi from Gstaad, a pioneer masterpiece 
of Switzerland’s mountain railway history, 
designed by ambitious local inventors, will 
soon be the new attraction in the new 
Cableways & Tourism department of the Swiss 
Museum of Transport, Switzerland’s most 
visited museum. The Funi was already moved 
to Lucerne for restoration purposes in June 
2015 and will be on display as of the end of 
the year.

Wellbeing for all Senses on the Rigi

The Chäserenholz Alp not only offers incredible 
cheeses, but also a wellness facility with a 
magnificent mountain view: the perfect treat 
after a hiking day. A whey bath in a wooden 
tub, an outdoor jacuzzi, and an alpine sauna 
invite the guests to relax far away from their 
busy everyday life in this intact nature scenery. 
A tasty cheese fondue combined with alpine 
wellness leaves nothing to be desired.

To the Moon and Back in Switzerland

Travel the Bernina Line by the glow of the 
full moon. This special nighttime trip starts in 
St. Moritz and leads all the way to Alp Grüm 
before stopping for a romantic fondue. On the 
way back, the lights on the train are turned off, 
while classical music plays.

Confess your Hot Love on Ice in Küsnacht

Do you want to pop the question, renew your 
marriage vows, or just tell someone “I love 
you” at an unusual location? Illumined by 
thousands of little lights and accompanied by 
romantic music, the ice rink in Küsnacht is the 
perfect stage for it. You can rent the ice rink 
for 5 minutes to yourself and your loved one 
and afterwards celebrate this unforgettable 
moment with a bottle of Laurent Perrier 
champagne at the ice rink pavilion.

New Nestlé Museum “The Nest”

Right in time for their 150th anniversary, 
the food industry giant Nestlé will open its 
new center in June 2016 – after 18 month 
the official start of construction. Presented 
as “entertaining and educational”, the new 
center will be located on the company’s 
historic site where Henri Nestlé invented his 
famous Farine Lactée infant cereal in 1866. The 

final name has not yet been chosen. Internally, 
it is being referred to as “the Nest”, alluding to 
the company’s famous logo. The project costs 
50 million Swiss Francs.
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Alexander von Humboldt École Internationale allemande

Offrez à votre enfant la chance de parler plusieurs langues.
Offrez une éducation reconnue à l'échelle internationale.

ALLEMAND • ANGLAIS • FRANÇAIS
 
 

Give your child the gift of additional languages,  
along with an internationally renowned education.

GERMAN • ENGLISH • FRENCH

216, rue Victoria, Baie-D'Urfé 
514-457-2886 www.avh.montreal.qc.ca

Co-ed  •  Trilingue  •  Pré-maternelle à la 12e année

chartered accountants  |  tax advisors

We take the complication out of tax

•  Corporate and Expatriate tax services
•  Full cycle accounting services
•  Business and corporate structure consulting services
•  Managed payroll services
•  Multilingual−English, German, French

trowbridge.ca

Monica Stevens-Wyss 
Manager, Accounting & Business Services
monica.stevens@trowbridge.ca
25 Adelaide St. E., Suite 1400, Toronto, ON M5C 3A1

77 Foster Crescent
Mississauga, Ontario L5R 0K1

ernst.notz@rogers.com



Global perspective. 
Local presence.

Based in Switzerland with a more than 150-year history—
and locally with over 60 years serving high net worth  

and ultra high net worth clients in Canada—UBS is connected  
to the global economy like no other wealth manager.

More than ever, clients need global solutions that are aligned  
with their long-term investment strategies. UBS offers  

direct access to global markets, exceptional asset diversification  
vehicles, global investment and multi-currency platforms,  

as well as physical precious metals custody solutions in Canada.

For more on how we can bring our full global resources  
to bear on your portfolio, as well as deliver the advice and 

solutions to help you reach your ultimate goals,  
connect with us today. 

Please contact:
Julien Favre, Regional Head, Ontario

+1 416-345-7033
julien.favre@ubs.com     

Christian Rime, Regional Head, Québec
+1 514-985-8100

christian.rime@ubs.com     
 

ubs.com/ca 
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abWe will not rest




